Spanda

— SWAR SINDHU
(m ! 9 A Pratibha Spandan Journal (National Peer-Reviewed/Refereed Journal of Music)

ISSN 2320-7175 (0) | Volume 14, Issue 01, January-June, 2026

ARCHIVING MUSICAL HERITAGE: A STUDY OF TABLA AND
GHAZAL RECORDINGS IN ALL INDIA RADIO ARCHIVES

Vishakha Bhardwaj', Dr. Amandeep Singh Makkar?, Rahul Bhardwaj?

1 Ph.D. Scholar, School of Liberal & Creative Arts (Theatre & Music), Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar, Punjab, India
2 Asst. professor, School of Liberal & Creative Arts (Theatre & Music), Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar, Punjab, India
3 PRT Music, Army Public School Samb, Jammu and Kashmir, India.

% Read the Article Online OPENa ACCESS
= k B

Cite this Article

Published on 01 June, 2026
Bhardwaj, V., Makkar, A.S., Bhardwaj, R. S. (2026).. Archiving Musical Heritage: A Study of Tabla and Ghazal Recordings in All India
Radio Archives. Swar Sindhu, 14(1), 247-250.

ABSTRACT

India's musical heritage represents one of the richest cultural traditions in the world. Among its diverse forms, tabla and
ghazal occupy a significant position in the evolution of Hindustani music. Since its establishment, All India Radio (AIR) has
played a crucial role in preserving, documenting, and disseminating these musical traditions. Through systematic recording
and archiving, AIR has created an invaluable repository of performances by eminent artists, thereby safeguarding cultural
heritage for future generations. This study examines the contribution of AIR archives to the preservation of tabla and ghazal
traditions. It explores the historical development of AIR's archival practices, analyzes the significance of recorded
performances, and discusses the challenges and opportunities associated with digitization and accessibility. The study employs
a qualitative and historical research methodology based on archival literature, published reports, and secondary sources.
Findings reveal that AIR archives function not merely as storage spaces but as dynamic cultural institutions that preserve
artistic styles, performance practices, and historical memory. The paper concludes that continued digitization, cataloguing,
and public accessibility are essential for ensuring the sustainability of India's musical heritage.
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1. Introduction

Music has always occupied a central place in Indian civilization. Traditional musical forms serve as repositories of cultural
identity, historical experience, and artistic expression. Among the numerous genres of Indian music, tabla and ghazal have
achieved widespread recognition both nationally and internationally.

The tabla is one of the most important percussion instruments in Hindustani classical music. Its rhythmic complexity and
adaptability have enabled it to accompany vocal, instrumental, and dance performances. Similarly, the ghazal represents a
sophisticated poetic-musical form that combines literary beauty with melodic expression.

The emergence of radio broadcasting in India transformed the dissemination of musical culture. All India Radio became the
primary institution responsible for broadcasting classical, semi-classical, and light music to millions of listeners. Through its
recording and archival initiatives, AIR preserved performances that might otherwise have been lost.

This paper investigates the role of AIR archives in preserving tabla and ghazal recordings and evaluates their significance in
maintaining India's musical heritage.

2. Objectives of the Study
e To examine the role of All India Radio in preserving musical heritage.
e To analyze the significance of archived tabla recordings.
e To study the contribution of AIR archives to the preservation of ghazal traditions.
e To identify challenges associated with archival preservation.
e To suggest measures for strengthening musical archiving in India.

3. Research Questions
How has All India Radio contributed to the preservation of tabla and ghazal traditions?

4. Literature Review
Scholarly discussions on Indian music emphasize the importance of documentation and preservation. Studies on Indian
musical heritage have highlighted the necessity of maintaining archival records to protect cultural memory.

Research on tabla traditions demonstrates that the instrument serves as the rhythmic foundation of North Indian classical
music and reflects diverse gharana traditions. Studies of ghazal music emphasize its literary and musical significance in
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shaping modern Indian cultural identity. Several reports have noted the importance of All India Radio's archival collections.
AlR's Central Archives contain rare recordings of eminent musicians, many of whom shaped twentieth-century Indian music.
These archives serve as valuable resources for scholars, musicians, and cultural historians. Despite existing scholarship,
limited research specifically addresses the preservation of tabla and ghazal recordings within AIR archives. This study seeks to
fill that gap.

5. Research Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative and historical research methodology.

Sources of Data
Primary Sources

e Archival policies and reports of AIR.
e Catalogue records of archived broadcasts.

Secondary Sources

e Books on Indian music.
e Research articles on broadcasting and archiving.
e Studies on tabla and ghazal traditions.
e  Published reports on AIR archives.
Method

The research uses document analysis and historical interpretation to examine the role of AIR archives in preserving musical
heritage.

6. Historical Development of All India Radio Archives

All India Radio emerged as a major cultural institution after Indian independence. Recognizing the importance of preserving
broadcasts, AIR established archival mechanisms to collect and store significant recordings. The AIR Central Archives
became a repository of recordings featuring distinguished vocalists, instrumentalists, composers, and poets. These archives
contain performances spanning several decades and represent a unique record of India's musical evolution. The transition from
analog storage formats to digital preservation has further enhanced the archival process. Digitization initiatives have enabled
better conservation and accessibility of rare recordings.

7. Tabla Recordings in AIR Archives

7.1 Preservation of Gharana Traditions
AIR archives contain recordings representing major tabla gharanas such as:

e  Delhi Gharana

e  Ajrada Gharana

e  Lucknow Gharana

e  Farrukhabad Gharana

e  Punjab Gharana

e Benares Gharana
These recordings preserve stylistic variations, compositions, and performance techniques unique to each tradition.
7.2 Documentation of Master Performers

The archives preserve performances by legendary tabla maestros whose contributions shaped modern percussion traditions.
Their recordings provide valuable material for studying:

e Bols

e Kaydas
e Relas

e QGats

e  Accompaniment techniques
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e Solo performance structures

7.3 Educational Importance
Students and researchers can analyze archived recordings to understand stylistic developments and pedagogical approaches
across generations.

8. Ghazal Recordings in AIR Archives
8.1 Cultural Significance of Ghazal

Ghazal combines poetry and music in a highly refined artistic form. AIR played a pivotal role in popularizing ghazal across
India through regular broadcasts.

8.2 Preservation of Literary Heritage
AIR archives preserve compositions based on poetry by renowned Urdu poets including:

e  Mir Taqi Mir
e  Mirza Ghalib
e Faiz Ahmed Faiz
e  Jigar Moradabadi
e Firaq Gorakhpuri
These recordings preserve not only musical interpretations but also linguistic and literary traditions.

8.3 Documentation of Performance Styles
Archived broadcasts reveal changing approaches to:

e  Vocal expression

e  Melodic treatment

e Instrumental accompaniment
e  Presentation formats

These materials provide valuable evidence for understanding the evolution of modern ghazal performance.

9. AIR as a Cultural Institution

AIR's contribution extends beyond broadcasting. It functions as a cultural archive preserving collective memory.
The institution has:

e Recorded thousands of performances.
e  Supported emerging artists.
e  Preserved regional musical diversity.
e  Encouraged national cultural integration.
e Created educational resources for future generations.
Through these activities, AIR has become one of India's most important custodians of intangible cultural heritage.

10. Challenges in Archival Preservation
Despite significant achievements, AIR archives face several challenges.

10.1 Physical Deterioration

Older recordings stored on tapes and discs are vulnerable to environmental damage.

10.2 Technological Obsolescence
Many archival formats are becoming obsolete, creating difficulties in playback and restoration.

10.3 Limited Accessibility

Researchers often encounter restrictions in accessing archival materials due to administrative procedures.

10.4 Resource Constraints
Digitization and restoration require specialized expertise, equipment, and funding.
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11. Digitization and Future Prospects
Digital technologies provide new opportunities for preserving musical heritage.

Key initiatives should include:

e Comprehensive digitization of archival collections.

e  Creation of searchable online databases.

e Development of metadata standards.

e Collaboration with universities and research institutions.
e  Public access platforms for educational use.

Digitization can transform archives into active learning environments while ensuring long-term preservation.

12. Findings
The study reveals that:

e AIR archives constitute one of the largest repositories of Indian musical heritage.
e Tabla recordings preserve diverse gharana traditions and performance practices.
e  Ghazal recordings document important literary and musical developments.

e Archival collections serve educational, historical, and cultural purposes.

e Digitization is essential for future preservation and accessibility.

13. Conclusion

The preservation of musical heritage is vital for maintaining cultural continuity and artistic identity. All India Radio has played
a historic role in documenting and safeguarding India's musical traditions through its extensive archival collections. The
recordings of tabla and ghazal preserved within AIR archives represent invaluable cultural resources that capture artistic
excellence, historical developments, and evolving performance practices. As technological transformations reshape archival
practices, digitization offers unprecedented opportunities for preservation and accessibility. Future efforts should focus on
expanding digital infrastructure, enhancing public access, and encouraging scholarly engagement with archival materials. By
doing so, AIR archives can continue to serve as a bridge between the musical past and future generations.
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